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tlie Academie Franfaisc, of which lie became president,
Varin successfully withstood the antagonism of the
Paris moneyers of the old school. In 1640 the edict
re-establishing the process of "coining by the mill,"
issued in the previous year by Louis XIII, was con-
firmed, and louis d'ors were ordered to be struck; while
in March, 1645, the permanence of the machine methods
was assured by the formal abolition in Paris of coinage
by the hammer.

The coins produced were exceptionally well struck, and
Le Blanc,39 writing nearly fifty years later, is profuse in
his praise of the accomplished Varin and his mill-money.
He declares that the pieces excel in beauty all coins
since the time of the Greeks and Eomans, referring no
doubt more especially to the comparatively high relief of
Varin's coins. He claims a further superiority over the
ancient pieces because of their perfect roundness and
their grained and lettered edges, which were effective
precautions against clipping and counterfeiting. He
even applauds the inventions on the score of humanity,,
since, by the prevention of these capital crimes, the
machine-struck coins saved the lives of an infinite
number of His Majesty's subjects, which, as he justly
and naively remarks, might be more usefully employed
by the State in other ways.

Judging from the size of the larger Parisian coins*
more powerful rolling-mills and cutters, as well as
coining-presses, were installed than those in use prior to
1639. The edges of the thicker pieces were generally
marked by means of the virole Irisee. This is clear from
the vertical lines usually, but not always, to be seen on

^ Op. cit, pp. 302, 303.